
1 What Your Child Needs to Know to be Ready for Kindergarten
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Make the most of the time before kindergarten by using the Florida Early Learning Standards: 4 Years Old to 
Kindergarten. This quick reference sheet can be used as a guide as you help prepare your child for kindergarten 

success and beyond. This list contains suggested skills or abilities, but should not be considered fully 
comprehensive of all possible skills and abilities a five-year-old child should possess. 

Social and Emotional  
Development 

¾ Recognizes and responds with 
compassion when peers are upset 
Can communicate feelings  
and  emotions 

Has positive relationships with peers 
and  adults 

Plays well with others 

Can problem solve with peers  
and  adults 

Can describe personal characteristics 
(e.g., hair color, age, gender) 

¾ 

¾ 

¾ 
¾ 

¾ 

Physical  
Development 

¾ Demonstrates physical play,  
direction and spatial awareness  
(e.g., running, jumping, balancing,  
riding a tricycle) 

Eats and drinks without assistance 

Attends to personal hygiene 

¾ 
¾ 

Creative Expression   
Through the Arts 

¾ Enjoys participating in musical 
activities (e.g., dance, singing, 
planning instruments) 

Uses drawing, painting, or other form 
of art to express thoughts, feelings, 
and  experiences. 

¾ Social S tudies 

¾ Identifies themselves as an individual 
and how they are different from others 

 Understands the use of rules within the 
family and classroom 

 Understands the use of geographic 
resources  (e.g., globes, maps  
or GPS) 

 Understands the role of community 
workers 

¾

¾

¾

Approaches  
to Learning 

¾ Demonstrates curiosity, eagerness and 
persistence to a task 

Shows creativity, inventiveness, 
reflection and planning for a new task 

¾ 
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Language  
and Literacy 

¾ Communicates clearly with  
peers and adults 

Listens for personal understanding 

Follows two-step directions 

Speaks clearly, in complete sentences 

Continually increasing the 
understanding and use of new 
vocabulary words 

Uses age-appropriate grammar  
(e.g., possessive pronouns, plurals, 
past tense) 

Continually uses extended sentences 

Ask and answers questions 

Enjoys looking at and reading books, 
both independently and with others 

Understands how to care for a book 

Can retell a story 

Can identify letters 

Can separate compound words into 
two separate words 

Can combine two words to create a 
new compound word 

Can separate or combine syllables 
and words 

Names most letters (upper case and 
lower case) 

Can write own name 

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

Mathematical 
Thinking 

¾ Recognized sets of objects  
without counting (subitizing) 

Counts to 31 

Manipulates sets (counting objects, 
separating and combining sets) 

Creates simple patterns using  
different objects 

Can identify, describe and create  
basic shapes (circle, square,  
rectangle and triangle) 

Uses terms such as besides, 
below, next to, behind and under to 
describe the location of an object 

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

Scientific Inquiry 

¾ Identifies and utilizes all five senses 

Uses various technologies to support 
exploration and learning 

Understands the difference between 
and observes living things and  
non-living things 

Makes predictions about how an 
environment can change an object 
(e.g., water, wind, temperature) 

¾

¾

¾

This content is provided by the Florida 
Department of Education. 
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 Play games that require listening 
and thinking. (e.g. “I Spy”: “I spy 
something that has wings, and 
flies in the air and is resting on the 
window ledge right now!”)  
 Provide opportunities for back-
and-forth talk during daily routines.  
(e.g. at meal-times, during the 
morning routine, when traveling, at  
the grocery store) 
 Encourage your child to talk about 
events of the day and things in 
which they are interested. 
 Give your child two-step 
directions. (e.g. “Get your shoes 
from the closet and put them on.”) 
 Create a home environment rich   
in both print and the spoken word.   

The Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS) 

Is Your Child Prepared  
for Kindergarten? 

FLKRS assesses how prepared each student is for kindergarten based on 
performance standards the Florida Department of Education adopted for the 

Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Program. FLKRS focuses on emergent  
literacy and early mathematics.  

Emergent literacy skills are considered strong 
predictors of a child’s later reading abilities. Here are
some ways to help your child develop language and 
literacy skills: 

 

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾

Read to your child daily using 
facial expressions, gestures and  
descriptive words as you read. 
Read favorite books again and 
again asking “who”, “what”, 
“where” and “why” questions.  
Point out numbers, letters, and  
words in the world around you.  
(e.g. at home, on signs and 
billboards as you travel, at  
the store) 
Use finger plays, nursery rhymes, 
songs and poetry to help your  
child recognize the sounds of 
spoken language.  
Follow a recipe as you cook with  
your child and allow them to help 
with measuring, stirring, etc. 

¾

¾

¾

¾

¾
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Here are some ways to help your child develop early 
mathematics skills: 
¾

¾

¾

¾

Provide opportunities for your 
child to sort items or toys into 
categories. (e.g. items that are 
heavy vs. items that are light) 
Incorporate early mathematics 
into everyday activities.  
(e.g. counting body parts, how 
many places to set at the dinner 
table, counting as high as 
possible before the traffic light 
changes from red to green) 
Have your child collect items 
like rocks and leaves on a walk. 
Arrange them in a pattern  
(e.g. one rock, two leaves, one 
rock, and two leaves). Then mix 
them up and ask your child to 
recreate the pattern. 
Play number games with your 
child by rolling dice or use a 
number card, and move that 
many spaces. 

¾

¾

¾

¾

Use numbers to make shopping 
lists together. 
Provide materials (e.g. popsicle 
sticks, clay, toothpicks, straws, 
etc.) with which your child can 
explore and create shapes  
and numerals. 
When setting the table for a meal, 
encourage your child to think of 
different ways to fold napkins or 
paper towels to make different 
shapes and sizes by saying, 
“What shapes can you make? 
What does this shape look like?” 
Provide fun experiences at home 
by asking your child to sequence 
common items (e.g. utensils, 
leaves, rocks, shoes) according 
to size. Begin with 3-4 items and 
increase up to six items as your 
child is able to order the items 
and describe their arrangements 
according to size. 

If you have concerns about your child’s language or early 
mathematics development, talk to your child’s preschool teacher  

or pediatrician, or contact your local early learning coalition. 

This content is provided by the  
Florida Department of Education. 



What is the Florida Kindergarten 
Readiness Screener (FLKRS)? 

Every kindergarten student is administered an assessment called the  
Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener within 30 days after starting school.  
These results give families and teachers important information about a child’s  

readiness for school and to plan instruction and learning opportunities. 

FLKRS Quick Facts 
� Students take the assessment 

within 30 days after starting 
kindergarten. 

� The assessment has two main 
areas: early literacy and early 
mathematics. 

� The assessment is given in  
class on a computer and takes  
10-15 minutes. 

� Helping your child learn these 
skills will build a foundation  
for success in kindergarten  
and beyond. 

Some of the basic 
skills assessed in  
the FLKRS are: 

• letter recognition 

• sound recognition 

• phonemic awareness 

• vocabulary 

• number awareness 

• counting 

Let’s make sure your child is ready for  
the transition to kindergarten. 

This content is provided by the  
Florida Department of Education. 
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